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RE 05 


Concerning 


MARRIAGd E. 


WHE REIN 
The Unlawfulneſs of Mixt-marriages is 


laid open from the Scriptures of Truth. 


S HE WING, 


That it is contrary to the Will of God, and 
the Practice of his People in former Ages, 
and therefore of dangerous Conſequence, 
for Perſons of different Judgments, in 
Matters of religious Worſhip, to be 
Joined together in Marriage. 


Written for the Information and Benefit of Chriſtian 
Profeſſors in general; and recommended more parti- 
cularly to the Youth of either Sex amongſt the 1 
called Q AK ERS. 


199 
. 
Ws - * 
£ * * | 
x 7 ( 
C * : 
. ! 
4 o — 
* 5 
0 . * 
a : 
* +. 
\ 4 2 * 8 - 
* . 
4 s C 
* © 
1 
<4 . 
1 ( 
— 
N 
9 Li 
= 
4 "&\ 
= 2 
4 < 
IG : wn - * 
| ; l 
FY 
* 
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2 Kings viii. 18. And Jehoram walked in the Way of the Kings 
of Iſrael, as did the Houſe of Ahab: For the Daughter of Ahab 
was hit Wife ; ; and he did Evil i in the Sieht of the Lord. 

1 Cor. vii, 29. The Wife is bound by the Law, as long as her 
Huſband liveth : But if her Huſband be dead, (he is at Liberty to 
be married to whom ſhe will; only in the Lord 

2 Cor. vi. 14. Be ye not unequally yoked, &c. 


LONDON: Printed and Sold by Luxe 
Hinpe, at the BIBLE in George-yard, 
Lombardi ſtreet, 1761. 
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TREATISE 
Concerning | 


MARRIAGE. 


[ ARRIAGE is an Ordinance of 
| God, inſtituted in Paradiſe, in 


the Time of our firſt Parents, 
for their comfortable abiding here, and 
leaving Poſterity after them; and Men 
and Women have been the more happy 
therein, as they have had' Regard to the 
j Counſel of God, and his providential 
Hand, in chooſing ſuch as feared the 
Lord, and were true Worſhippers of him; 
and avoiding thoſe who were Idolaters, 
and fuch as feared not the true God, 


And that in ſuch their Caution, their 
| Proceeding was agreeable to the Law of 
God in the Heart, is very apparent ; for 
when the Will and Mind of God was 


committed to Writing, and promulgated 
&3: to 


n 
' _ * 
0 a If 
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to Jſrael his peculiar People, Deut. vii. 
I, 3, 4. ſpeaking of the Nations who in- 
habited the promiſed Land, he ſaid, Nei- 
ther ſhalt thou make Marriages with them ; 
thy Daughter thou ſhalt not give unto bis © 
Son, nor his Daughter ſhalt thou take unto 
thy Son. And why ? Becauſe, ſaid the 
Lord, They will turn away thy Son from 
following me. | 


| 


Now if this be the Conſequence ſtill of 
ſuch Mixt-marriages, then ſuch Marriages * 
are ſtill unlawful; and the Law ſtill in 
force, that forbids them. But that the 
Conſequence of ſuch Marriages is ſtill the 
ſame, I appeal not only to the Witneſs of 
God in all, but alſo unto ſound Reaſon : 
and true Experience, 


Moreover, the Prohibition aforeſaid 
was not intended againſt theſe Seven Na- 
tions only, but had a more general Extent: 
For the Iſraelites were not allowed to 
take them Wives of the Daughters of 
Aſbdod, of Ammon, or of Mecab.; and, for 
the ſame Reaſon, not of any other People 
that were not citcumciſed, and made 
Partakers of the true Worſhip of God. 


"RM This 


4 E 

u. This appears from the Words of Nebe- 
miah, Chap. xiii. 23, 24, 25. In theſe 
Days, ſaid he, alſo ſaw I Jews that bad 
| married Wives of Aſhdod, of Ammon, 
and o, Moab ; and their Children ſpabe 
= half in the Sprech of Aſhdod, and could not 
* ſpeak in the Jews Language. And I con- 
* tended with them, and ſinote certain of 
* them; and made them renew their Cove- 
' nant with the Lord: Saying, ye ſball not 
give your Daughters unto their Sons; nor 
take their Daughters unto your Sous. Ad- 
ding, Verſ. 26, 27. Did not Solomon, King 
of Iſrael, fin by theje Tings? Yet among 
many Nations was there und King like him, 
! obo was beloved of his God : Nevertheleſs, 
even him did ſtrange Women cauſe to. ſin. 
Shall we then, ſaid he, hearken unto you t9 
do all this great Evil, to tranſgreſs againſt 


ws | 
id 4 4 . * F * & 

. Gur God, in marrying ſtrange Wives ? 

o | Thus, in ſhort, we ſee how ſuch Mar- 
f tiages are againſt the written Law of God, 
> | and the Practice of his faithtul People. 
3 | 9 56 
% 4 But long before this Law was deliver'd 


in Writing, the holy Patriarchs, and ſuch 
as feared and worſhipped the true God, 
even from the Beginning of the World, 
OTE: "0 4.49) ſhewed 
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ſhewed a Diſlike of ſuch Mixt-marriages, 
from the Senſe of the Law written in 
their Hearts. And ſo long as they kept 
in the true Faith, and at a lawful Diſtante 


from ſuch as were not Partakers thereof 
with them, (which for ſome Time they 
did) the Lord was with them, and bleſſed 2? 


them, and made them inſtrumental in his 


Hand, for the with-holding his Wrath 5 
from being preſently poured out upon the 
old World. But when they had generally | 


8 LK AA =, 5 


departed from his Covenant, and from 


the Example of the Righteous, even in 
this particular Cafe, mark what followed. 


It came to paſs, when Men began to mul- 


tiply on the Face of the Earth, and Daugh- 
ters were born unto them, that the Sons 


God jaw the Daughters of Men, that they 


were fair; and they took them Wives of 


all that they choſe. Gen. vi. 1, 2. That is, 
they made no Diſtinction upon the Ac- 
count of Faith and Religion : But to 
whomſoever their fleſhly Minds inclined, 
them they took to Wife; like the dif- 
Honourable and unchriſtian Practice of 
ſome in our Day. And that ſorely grieved 
the Spirit of the Lord; ſo that thereupon 
he faid, 1 4070 deſtroy Men whom I haue 
'created, Verl, 7. And 
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And when the Sons of God came in 
unto thoſe Daughters of Men, and they 


bare Children unto them, the ſame, it is 


ſaid, became mighty Men: But by whom 


they were ſo accounted, and for what 
* Cauſe, may be gathered from the Sequel. 
It was not, ſurely, from their Faith and 
= Holineſs towards God, that they were fo 
2 accounted : For if it had been ſo, he 
would not have repented that he had made 
7 them, as in Gen. vi. 6, it is ſaid he did, 


But it ſeems rather to have been from their 


Statures and bodily Strength, whereby 


they could atchieve great Matters in the 
World, which made them be reputed 


p mighty, by ſuch as did bear the ſame 
b fallen Image with themſelves; who were 


known and diſtinguiſhed from the Chil- 


| dren of God, by the Name of the Chil- 


dren of Men, being, in the main of their 
Converſation, without a god-like or re- 
ligious Mark: For the Earth, it is ſaid, 
was full of Violence, and there were Giants 
in thoſe Days, Gen. vi. 4, 5. 


Now when Things were come to this 
paſs, the People of God having caſt off his 
Yoke, and fallen in with the World and 
its Spirit, (which they openly declared, 
| A 4 "*".. 


[8] 
by their entering into the neareſt Affinity 
by Marriages with them) and had their 


Hearts thereby drawn away more and 
more from following the Lord ; (which 


always was, and is the natural Conſe- 
quence of ſuch Aftnities ; and is therefore 
the more hainous and pernicious :) then 
did the Lord call upon Ncah, and gave 


him Direction to build an Ark, for the 


Safety of himſelf and his Family. For 


all Fleſh had, by that Time, corrupted his 


Way upon the Earth; which ſo provoked 
the Lord God, that he determined to 
deſtroy all Fleſh by a Flood, except Noah 
only and his Family. For Noah, being 
a juſt Man, and perfect in his Generation, 
and one that walked with God, found 
Grace in the Eyes of the Lord, to be 
exempted from that general Deſtruftion. 


If nothing more could be alledged 
againſt theſe Mixt-marriages, this Con- 
ſideration, one would think, were of it- 
ſelf enough to maniteſt how great a Sin 
it is, and to deter all conſiderate Men and 
Women from entering into it, That it 
appears to have been a great Step towards 
the Deſtruction of the old World, the 
Door that gave the Inlet to thoſe Corrup- 
tlons 


KEE | 
tions and Violence which filled the Earth, 
and provoked the Lord, not only 70 repent 


that he had made Man, but to pour down 
his Wrath in a Flood, which deſtroyed 


both Man and Beaſt, 
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We have ſeen the Miſchief the Ungodly 
brought upon Mankind by thoſe M:xt- 
marriages before the Flood. Now let us 


obſerve the great Care the Godly took, 
after the Flood, to prevent the like Evil 


and Danger. 


After the general Overthrow of ungod- 
ly Men by the Flood, from which only 
Noah with his Family (eight Souls in all} 
were preſerved in the Ark, (which was a 
Figure of Chriſt) was born Abraham ; 
whom God called out of his own Coun- 
try, and from his Father's Houſe, with 
Sarah his Wife, to make of them a diſ- 
tinct and peculiar People to himſelf, And 
he eſtabliſhed his Covenant with Abrabam, 
(and his Bleſſing upon his Seed) who /aw 
Chriſt's Day, and was glad; and in the 
Faith thereof walked before the Lord 
with a perfect Heart: In which Faith 
alſo he offered up his Son T/aac unto the 
Lord, as the Lord had commanded * 

dSuc 


101 : 
Such was the Obedience he added unto 


his Faith ; which was accounted unto him 
for Righteouſneſs, Gal. iii. 6, 


; Now when Tjaac, the Child of Pro- 


miſe, was grown up to a marriageable 


Age, ſo great was the Care of his godly 
Father for him, that he might not be un- 
equally yoked, or joined in Marriage, 
calling his eldeſt Servant to him (who 
had the Charge and Overſight of all that 
he had) he made him ſwear by the Lord, 
the God of Heaven, and the God of the 
Earth, that he ſhould not take 4 Wife 
wnto his Son of the Daughters of the Canaan- 
ites, amongſt whom he dwelt. But thou 
Halt go, ſaid he, unto my Country, and 
to my Kindred, and take a Wife unto my 
Son Iſaac, Gen. xxiv. 4. 
NK > 
This ſo ſtrict a Charge, fo ſolemnly 
given, and ſo firmly bound, ſhews that 
= good Man did not look upon this 
tter of Mixt- marriages with an eaſy 
Eye, as an indifterent Thing ; but was 
earneſtly and heartily concerned, that his 
Son might not be joined with one of a dif- 
ferent Religion: And as his honeſt Care 
was thus exerciſed in ſending his Servant 


to 
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to Abraham's Kindred, to the Family of 
Bethuel ; ſo the providential Hand of God 
was apparently with him, in the Choice of 


| Rebekah, and the Conſent they gave to it, 


| ſaying, The Thing proceedeth of the Lord: 


WW 
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Leer her be thy Maſter's Son's Wife, as the 


Lord hath ſpoken. And, in concluſion, 


they Gleſſed ber, and ſent her away. 
And as Jſaac was walking, and medi- 
tating in the Fields at Evening-tide, he 


met Rebelab coming with his Father's 
Servants, and took her to be his Wife: 
And ſhe, after twenty Years Barrenneſs, 
bare him two Sons, Eſau and Jacob; 
whoſe different Practice, in the Caſe of 
Marriage, let us now obſerve, 


What Eſau was, is well known, both 
by his ſelling of his Birth-rigbt, and other 
Characters given him in the holy Scrip- 
tures, When he was forty Years of Age, 
he took him two Wives, and both of 
them Unbelievers, Daughters of the Hit- 
tites; which Thing ſorely grieved his 
godly Parents: And is left apon Record, 
as a Mark of his Undutifulneſs and Dif- ' 
obedience, in not adviſing with, and be- 
ing ruled by them, in that ſo weighty 
Affair. And may it be à Caution ap 


N 
all ſuch as profeſs themſelves to be 
Cbriſtians, and ſo of the righteous Line, 


that they follow not the ee of pro- 
phane Eſau ln 


But when he ſaw, that what he bad 


done had diſpleaſed his Parents, he (to 
mend, as he thought, the Matter) took 
him another Wife, the Daughter of his 
Uncle Iſhmael, the Scoffer ; who, for 
mocking Iſuac, the right Heir, had, in 
his Childhood, been caſt out of the 
Family. Now if it had been external 
Kindred only, that was aimed at by Abra- 
ham and Tſaac in Marriage, ſurely Eſau 
had now hit it : For ſhe was his Father's 
Niece ; yet that brought him not, in a 
right Senſe, within the Family, nor Ex- 
ample of the Faithful. 


But Eſau's thus running out, from the 
Practice of the godly, to take him ſuch 
Wives as his airy Mind led him to 
chooſe, without Regard had to true Reli- 
gion, ſo ſenſibly affected his good Mother 
"Rebekah, that complaining to her Huſ- 
band thereof, ſhe ſaid, I am weary of my 
Life, becauſe of the Daughters of Heth : 
If Jacob take a Wife (as his Brother hath 
| done) 


N 


{ 23} 
done) of the Daughter of Heth, fuch as 
theſe which are of - the Daughters of. the 


Land, what Good [hall my Life do me? 
1 Gen. xxvli. 46. 


Good Tſaac thereupon, to prevent that 
Danger, calling his Son Jacob to bim, 
gave him his Blethng, and with it this 
ſtrict Charge, Thou ſhalt not take a Wife 
of the Daughters of Canaan. : Ariſe, go to 
Padan-Aram, 70 the Houſe of Bethuel, thy 
Mother's Father, and take thee a Wife from 
thence. Gen 11055 1, 2. 


Jacob, as became a dutiful Child, was 
obedient to his Parents herein : And the 
Lord was with him, and bleſſed him; 
and bleſſed his Family alſo, until they 


gave way to a Liberty not pleaſing to 
the Lord. 


Then was Dinah, Jacob's only Daugh- 
ter, made an early Example of the Lord's 
Diſpleaſure, by his ſuffering her to fall 
into Contempt, not only tor her gratify- 
ing a vain Mind, in going out, through 
Curioſity, to ſee the Daughters of the 
Land ; whereby ſhe came to be enſnar- 
ed, and defiled by Shechem, Gen. xxxiv. 2, 

2 KI bat 


(14 ] 
but alſo, as it appears, the 1/-aelites were | 5 
at that Time fo far relapfed, that they | o. 
had firange Gods among them, and, as © 
may be gathered from the Text, frange © f. 
Attire alſo ; which was to be changed 
and done away, before they might go up 
to the Houſe of God, to worthip him 
acceptably there, Gen. xxxv. 2, 3. 


ee @, 5 


Theſe Things might be likely to raiſe 

| an Expectation in the SHechemites, that in 
Time they might draw them to become 

one People with them. Whereupon, hav- 
ing already got hold of one of Jacob's 

Family, they were defirons of a further 
Converſe, in order to enter into Affinity 
with them; faying, Make ye Marriages 
with us, and give your Daughters unto us, 
and take our Daughters unto you ; and 
ye ſhall dwell with us, Gen. xxxiv. 9, 10. 
And, to entice them thereunto, they offer- 

ed the Mraelites what worldly Advantages * 
foever they would aſk, Verf. 12. Yea, 
| they went ſo far, as to yield to take on 
| them the Badge (and a fore one too) of 
| beth Religion, Verſ. 24, but it was but 
for carnal and covetous Ende, Verſ. 23, 
| and ſucceeded to them accordingly. But 

the Truth of the matter was, and is, That 


Jacob, 
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5 relating to the * and Practice of the 


( 15] 
Jacob, the true Seed, (the pecnliar People 


of God) muſt live Bae and not be mixed, 


or numbered among the Nations. Where- 
fore, notwithſtanding all the great Offers, 
and Importunity of Shechem (and the Con- 


deſcention of the Shechemrites) to have ob- 
tained Dinah for his Wife, Jacob would 


not hearken to him; and yet it is ſaid, 
Jbe Man was more honourable than all the 
+ Houſe of his Fathers: For Jrael, having 
an Eye to the Covenant of God, wherein 
he and his Family were comprehended, 
be zealouſly withſtood the Temptation; 
and thereby gave a Demonſtration of his 
Faith. And when, ſoon after, the Lord 
commanded him to go up to Bethel. he 
called firſt for a Reformation in bis Family. 
2 Whereupon, it is ſaid, They gave unto him 
all the ſtrange gods that were in thei r Hands, 
and all their Ear-rings that were in their 
Z Ears; which he hid under the Oak 
that was by Shechem. And then, having 
| 9 cleanſed his Family from thoſe heatheniſh 


Likeneſſes, both he and they were thence- 
forth at quiet, from ſuch like Attempts 


5 by their unbelieving Neighbours. 


Having a little touched upon Things, 
holy 


125 
poly Patriarchs, about theſe unlauful 
Morriage. F and briefly. ſet forth ſome of ® 
the pernicious Conſequences that have 
always attended them, both before and 3 
after pe Flood: 1 hall now come nearer - 
to the | State and Diſpenſation we 
Are un 5 


When the Apoſtles came to ſpeak of 
this Ordinance of Marriage, they ran in 
the ſame Channel, as all the Faithful had 
done before; laying, Be ye not unequally 4 
yoked together with Unbelievers, &c. 2 Cor. 
vi. 14. And Peter's Exhortation and Care J 
for the Married was, that they might be 1 
Heirs together of the Grace of Life ; that ' 
their Prayers might not be hindered," 1 Pet. 
iii. 7. Then fuch muſt be of the ſame * 
Faith, and agree in Spirit; or elſe they t 
cannot pray together acceptably, Mat. xviii. 
19. Can two walk together, unleſs they be 
agreed, ſaid the Prophet Amos, Chap. iii. 3. 4 
Therefore ſuch as are obliged to live and 2 
walk together for Term of Life, if they 1 
are not ſo agreed and united in Spirit, are 1 
like to have but little Comfort, Help and 
Furtherance, if any, from each other in 
ſpiritual Things ; ; which is the Way that 0 
leads to true and laſting Comfort for 
ever. 


171 
ever. For fince without Faith, and an 
fe ul * anſwerable Converſation, it is 7mpofible to 
of 3 ' pleaſe God: Such married Folks as differ 
We "in Faith, and diſagree in their religious 
nd Converſations, are not like to pleaſe God, 
nor one another; but may rather expect 


the contrary, with much Confuſion, which 
| 9 doth naturally attend ſuch MI. matching 
in that Condition of Life. 


1 Again, Paul, to the Corinthians ( (1Epiſt, 
vii. 39.) faith, The Wife ts are by the 
Law, as long as her Huſband liveth : "Bur 
. 1 if her Huſband be dead, ſhe 1s at Liberty to 
55 married to «hom ſhe will; only in the 

be Tord. That is the ancient Limit. 
a 

3 


But, by the way, this gives no Liberty 
1e for ſuch to marry as are near of Kin; 
though otherwiſe duly qualified. 


be If any ſhould object, That Abraham, 
3. Taac and Jacob, married their near Kin. 
d © women ; and thereupon ſhould query, why 
it may not be as lawful for ſuch Kindred 
'e now to marry, as it was for them then ? 


5 i TI anſwer, fir, What they did in that 
it Caſe then, was before the Law was given, 


* which expreſly forbids it, Levit. xvill. 
y B Secondly, 


18 


.. Secondly, It is a common Maxim, and 


10 a great meaſure true, that Neceſſity bath 


u Law. And every reaſonable Man is 
capable of conſidering, that in thoſe early 
Ages of the World, there was a Neceſſity 


for it, And for Abraham, and thoſe before | 4 


mentioned of his Poſterity, they lived not 
very long after the Flood; which gave a a 
kind of new Beginning to the World, wich | 
reſpect to its being again repleniſhed with 


People, For Abraham was born before the 1 


Death of Shem, according to Scripture- 
Chronology, about one hundred and fifty 
Years: And yet Shem was an hundred © 
Years old when the World was drowned. 


Thirdly, It is to be conſidered, that 
People lived very long in thoſe Days ; fo 
that Generations paſſed not away, nor did 
Kindred wear out ſo faſt as afterwards : 


Which expoſed thoſe Patriarchs to it, by . 


511 
th 
be 


i 


5 


li 


* 


F 


a kind of unavoidable Neceflity ; - and that "ii 


rendered it excuſable in them. But there 


being no ſuch Neceflity now, nor any r 


Reaſon of that Nature, to induce any to 
marry their near Kindred ; they who 
do ſo, plainly break the poſitive Law of 
God, which expreſly ſays, None of you 


Pall approach to any that is near of Kin lo 
him, 


+... 
1 bum, Sc. Levit. xviii. 6. as alſo contrary to 


the Apoſtle's Advice, Phil. iv. 8. as not 
being of good Report, &c. 


- 


is 
ly 
4 | Beſides, all that was done by thoſe good 
0 ay without Reproof, in thoſe early 
a Ages, is not to be drawn into Example 
th bow. For Abraham, we read, Gen. xvi. 
th . took Hagar his Wife's Hand- maid to 
is Bed. And Jacob had not only two 
Wives together, but thoſe two Siſters; 
| and at the fame Time had Children by 
Each of their Hand- maids. Which Prac- 
| tice, none, I hope, even of them who 
pPlead for Marriage betwixt near Kindreds, 
ot Vill attempt to defend as lawful now. 
0 ks from this neceſſary Digreſſion, let us 
turn to our former Subject. 
= L That Marriage is an Ordinance of God, 
have already afferted ; and now add, 
by way of Explanation, that thereby two 
% ate made one, or inſeparably joined to- 
N ther, for the Term = their joint Lives, 
lawful Means : As jir/t, in Spirit: 
or Secondly, in Affection: And thirdly, in 
1 a ſolemn Covenant of Marriage, as "well 
external and publick, as otherwiſe. Theſe 
„, We the Conditions, more or leſs, of all 
9 B 2 thoſe 
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thoſe which the Lord joins together; 
whom no Man may put aſunder. And ;. 
without theſe Conditions, the Marriage 4 
Union is not perfectly enjoyed. | 


n 


b 
Now, whereas I preſs for an Agree- 
ment, and Unity of Faith, and religious 5 


vw 
+ 


Practices, in the Parties to be married, . 
as eſſential to the Marriage which God 
makes. By Faith, there I mean at 1 
Faith, which the holy Partriarchs, Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles held, which the true n 
Church now holdeth, and which uphold- . 
eth the true Church, (for by Faith ye ſtand, ir 
ſaid the Apoſtle to the Church of old, 
2 Cor. i. 24.) which is the one true Faith, ti 
mentioned by the ſame Apoſtle, in Ephe/. *y 
iv. 5, And altho' there be in the World 
Faiths many, or at leaſt different Appre- 
henſions concerning Faith, and Pretences 
to it; yet, being inclined, by the Law of 
Charity, to conclude that all who are 2% 
ſerious, do think their own particular ze 
Faith, Perſwaſion and Way, to be the 

right, (elſe they would not continue it :) 
What I have here written, may ſerve in- 
differently to all that profeſs Faith in 4 
Chriſt. And yet, though I do not here B 


give a more particular Definition of Faith, 7 


it 1 P 


by * - 5 W 
bY | OR : 
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nd it doth not thence follow, that I am in- 
ge different therein, or in doubt about it; 
no, but it is to avoid Controverſy, and 
| becauſe I aim at Brevity, and chooſe ra- 
_ "2 ther to let the true Faith be manifeſted 
by its Fruits, which the Apoſtle James 
45 adviſeth, Chap. ii. 18, Of which Fruits, 
what I here contend for is one, and not 
at the leaſt, 20 wit, That they who profeſs 
0- Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and are diſpoſed to 
ue marry, are religiouſly obliged to take care, 
d. that they be not Anequally yoked, by join- 
d, ing themſelves in Marriage with any that 
d, are under different Perſwaſions and Prac- 
th, | tices, with reſpect to Faith and religious 
1. 'Worthip, which may tend to hinder their 
1d \perſevering i in it, 


-e> The Author to the Hebrews, in Chap. 
of xi. treats at large of Faith; and ſets forth 
e the noble Diſpoſition of Mind, that was 
lar in ſuch as believed in Almighty Ged ; how 
he 5t diſtinguiſhed them from the World, 
| ) and preſerved them out of the Affections 
n- and Deſires of being joined to and with 
in the World. And in Verſ. 24, 25. he ſays, 
IC By Faith, Moſes, when he was come to 
th, 7 ears, refuſed to be called the Son of 
it "Pharaoh s Daughter ; chooſing rather to 


B 3 ſuffer 


ſuffer. Afliction with the Prople , G 
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than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for 4 . 
Seaſon, He would not, it fcems, be 34 

numbered with the Egyptians, who. 9p | 
preſs'd the righteous Seed, no, not for a 
kingdom. 


The Apoſtle alſo, in his Epiſtle to the W 
Galatians, Chap. iv. giving a touch ag the . 
Patriarchs Marriages, ſhews the M yitery Fx 
of the ſpiritual Kindred, which is by Ar 
Faith. And to the Epheſians, Chap. ii. f. 
19, he ſaith, Now therefore ye are no more Q 
Strangers and Foreigners, but fellow Citi- 
zens with the Saints, and of the Houſhold 
of God. And in Gal, vi. 10, he calls Be- 
lievers ſo; and in Chap. iv. 28, ſays, Now 
doe Brethren, as aac was, are the Children 
of Promije. For whom, ſay I, a oieitual 
Canaan is ordained by God. 


Hereupon I would query; Art thou, 
Reader, ſuch an One? One of the ſpiritual 
Kindred, a Child of Promile, and of the 
Houſhold of Faith? Or wouldſt thou be 
ſo accounted, and art thou diſpoſed to 
marry.? Whither then wilt — g0 for a 
Wife, but to thy Kindred ? not in the 
Fleſh, but in the Spirit. Have we not 

Power, © 
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od; Peer, faith the Apoſtle Paul, ts lead 
4 about a Sifter a Wife, as well as other 
be Ypoſtles, Kc. 1 Cor. ix. 5. Mark the 
p Words well, a Sifter a Wife, or (as a 
4 former Tranſlation hath it) 4 Wife, being 
 2@ Sifter, which in a Marginal Note there, 
| i explained to be a faithful and Chriſtian 
"5 Wife. So that ſhe ſhould be a bier, 
tbe fefbre he be 2 Wife; x Siffer in the 
ppiritual or religious Relation and Kin- 
by red: Which Relation in the Faith, as 
5 it was to them, 18 (till to us, a neceſſary 
ww rr preceding Marriage. 
wid If it be objected, That the People of 
ad England, and of that Part of the World 
% called Chriſtendom, and the Children of 
Iſrael, are not te be compared with each 
her, in this Caſe of Marriage ; for the 
Nations which Jae were forbidden to 
Marry with, were downright Idolaters, 
du, Yorſhipping ſtrange Gods of their own 
viſing : But the People of England, &c. 
he 3 own the true God, and profeſs 
be Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that, altho 
to they differ among themſelves, about the 
2 manner of worſhipping God, yet why 
may they not marry promiſcuouſly, one 
Sort with the other, ſeeing they all profeſs 
75 B 4 Chriſtianity, 
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Chriſtianity, and are therefore accounted | 
and called Chriſtians, both by themſelves if 
and other Nations, and being of a ſober Qu 
Converſation, cannot properly be called ma 
Unbelievers ? | 5 
the 
Anſwer ; I am not about to heathenize or 
any, but am willing to own and embrace V 
that which is Good in all. And though A. 
I might oppoſe the Objection with a ſhort ga 
Anſwer, in its own Terms, That. ſuch 2 
ſhould not intermarry, becauſe they differ ; Pe 
ſince the Nature of Marriage beſpeaks an n 
Agreement, not Difference; an harmoni- Jr 
ous Unity, not a jarring Diſcord : Yet, 5 
for the Sake of ſerious Inquirers, I am 8 
willing to enlarge a little upon this Part. 9 
I allow there is a Difference, in ſome n 
degree, between outward 1/rae! and the . 
Nations then, and ſpiritual l/rael and 
other People now, that are not of the ® 
4 
e 
1 
1 
! 
| 
: 
4 


ſame Society and Communion. For then 
the Diſtinction was only of Tew. and 
Gentile, Believer and Unbelicver : But now 
(as the Objection. hath it) all that Part 4 
which is called Chri/tendom, profeſleth 
Faith in one God, and in Chriſt Jeſus, 
though very differently ; and ſome, no 
cv in all Profeſſions called Chriſtian, 4 
are 


4 
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ted re of a ſober moral Converſation, But 
ves if general Profeſſion were a ſufficient 
ber Qualification, for joining ſuch in Mar- 
led ziage without Exception; then Papiſts, 
nd other unſound Worſhippers, bearing 
the Chriſtian Name, muſt not be excluded 
Ie pr refuſed, if of a ſober Converſation. 
ace Which Allowance would not a little gratify 
gh "Antichriſt, uphold the apoſtate Church, 
— called in the Revelation, Myſtery-Babylon, 
ich Bc. Chap. xvii. 5. and tend to keep God's 
r ; People there, contrary to the expreſs Com- 
an mand of God, Fer. li. 6. and of the Voice 
ni- rom an which ſaid, Come out of ber 
et, my People, that ye be not Partakers of ber 
im Sins, and that ye receive not of her Plagues, 
rt. Rev. xviii. 4. For hath not the long 
me made, and doth ſhe not fill make, a 
he arge Profeſſion of Faith in God and 
nd = after her manner? 


en When the Apoſtle exhorted the Believ- 
nd ers of old, not to be unequally yoked together 
Tick Unbelievers, 2 Cor. vi. 14. may we 
art ſuppoſe he intended to reſtrain the Prohi- 
th Sition only to thoſe abſolute and notorious 
us, Unbelievers, who were Pagans or Hea- 
no Tthens? Or did it extend to all, that did 
* believe the Manifeſtation of Chriſt 
outwardly 


P 
ah 
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17 4 
42 
* 
2 
= 


Tx 
. 


1261 x 
outwardly in the Fleſh, The Jews did 


believe in God, and that Chriſt, the Son Abe 
of God, ſhould come. But they did not A 
believe in him as he was then come, # 
and manifeſted in the Fleſh among them. $! 
Might the Chriſtian Believers, notwith- . 
ſtanding that, have mingled in Marriages in 
with the unbelieving Jews, becauſe of 90 
their general Belief in God, and in Chriſt At 
to come, though they rejected him in his Fc 
then preſent Appearance? Would that 
have been an equal yokins ? If one that 50 
believes, not only the outward Appearance d 
of Chriſt, with reſpect to his having come % 
in the Flefh ;' but his inward Appearance 
alſo, with reſpe& to his being come in 
the Spirit, by his divine Light and Grace, 
to rule in the Hearts of his People, and 
thereby to direct and enable them, as 
they attend thereunto, how to perform 
divineWorſhip and Service t6 God, ſhould 
marry one that denies, and oppoſes that 
inward and ſpiritual Coming, and Ap- 
pearance of Chriſt in the Heart, and 
Kicks only to his Belief of his out ward 
oming, and Appearance in the Fleſh at 


Pd 
Ii; 
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C 


Feraſalem : Would ſuch a Couple be 
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did If two Perſons of different Judgments 
Son About Matters of Faith and religious Ex- 
not &iciles (as going to Meetings, Preaching, 
ne. Taying, Thankſgiving, Sc.) ſhould in- 
m. Hine to marry each other, preſuming in 
th. Meir fond Affections, that notwithſtand- 
ges ing that Diſagreement, they may live 
"of Comfortably together, they will find too 
riſt late, that they were greatly miſtaken. 
his For although, if it were only a Diſagree- 
hat Ment in their Tempers, or natural Diſ- 
hat Pobtions, which concerned only their 
ice Qutward Converſation one towards the 


me 


ice P 


oe, Difference is of ſo high a.Strain and Na- 


Qther, or the Management of theic tempo- 
pal Affairs, it might be hoped they might 
hve tolerably together : Yet where the 


ute, as concerns the Peace of Confetence, 
and Safety of the Saul, on either Side; 
that cannot be reconciled, without the 
Converſion of one of them, which is out 
gf Man's Power, of himfelf, to effect. 
herefore, although: ſuch may promiſe 
themſelves Unity in ſuch Contrariety; 
yet by that time their Folly hath cors 


rected them, they will find Cauſe to be 
of another Mind. And if their Love to 
God and Religion, be not quite conſumed 
Þy thoſe paſſionate Flames, which en- 
j gaged 


of it. 


28 
ged them into that unwarrantable Un bf 
dertaking, they will feel, after Marriage &@' 
their Spirits more plainly and warml; 8 
conflicting one with another, and ſtrivin; $ 
to bring each other into a Conformity} 
unto that Way of Worſhip, which he 
or ſhe is in. And then, which ſoever * 
them prevails, the other muſt loſe Peace i 
of Conſcience (the greateſt of all Loſſes r 
unleſs ſuch Compliance ſpring from 2 
true and unfeigned Conviction, that the 
Worſhip ſo conformed to, is the right 
Which is more than may reaſonably b. 
expected by any, who are guilty of tempt. & 
ing the Lord with ſuch Mixt- marriages. 1 
When two of diſagreeing Perſwaſions . 
in religious Exerciſes, join in Marriage, Þ 
no Man can reaſonably think that thei: % 
Affection to each other is grounded on, Y 
or governed by Religion; and if not, that h 
it muſt be by ſome worldly End: And to $ 
cloke ſuch a Marriage with a Pretence of 
Hope, to convert each other to what 
each believeth is right, is in plain Eugliſb, 
no better than inning, that Grace may 
abound ; © doing Evil, that Good may com: 


| +4 -» oo», © Io 


But 
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But the Caſe is otherwiſe, where two, 
Ur.f one and the ſame Perſwaſion in Reli- 
iage gion, or of no Religion, are joined to- 


rml; gether in Marriage; and afterwards one 
vin; F them is converted to the true Religion: 
tes The Converted may expect the Lord's 
1 h:Wlefling ; and abiding together may be 


er O Means of Sanctification and Good to 
eaci he other, according to the Apoſtle's Doc- 
es Wine, 1 Cor. vii. 14. and the Nature of 
m ue Chriſtianity. 
4 No as to the latter Part of the Objec- 
y be hen, I readily grant that the Lord hath 
npt: many, that in a Senſe may be ſaid to 
ges. belong to him, who are not as yet pro- 
eſſed Members of the viſible Church, 
Gon: Bor known unto it, This our Saviour 
age, plainly intimated, when, in his Diſcourſe 
heit do the Jews, pointing at the Converſion 
an 2 the Gentiles, he ſaid, Other Sheep J 
tha; Rave, which are not of this Fold: Them 
d to % I muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my 
of Loice; and there ſhall be one Fold, and one 
chat Vepberd, John x. 16. But until theſe 
Jig, Ather Sheep are gathered, and brought by 
, the great Shepherd into the Fold; altho' 
hey are known to the Lord, yet are they 
got ſo known to his People, as to be 
i} capable 


may 
Com? 


But ö 


p 66 by VL A — 
3 4 ra Buy - | - 
_ atm - —_ * * r 


[ 30 ] 


capable of being admitted into Church- 
Communion, or Fellowſhip with them ; 


much leſs into that Marriage-Union with 
them, of which we have been treating. 


But to have done, at length, with 
this Objeftion, I ſhall now remind the 
Reader, That when the Sons of God, in 
the old World, had degenerated, and were 
apoſtatized, as hath been before obſerved, 
their Motive to theſe Mixt-marriages was, 
They Jaw the Daughters of Men, that they 
were fair, and they took them Wives of all 
that they choſe, Gen, vi. 2. So that to 
gratify the Luſt of the Eye, was the In- 
ducement to their Marriages. And to 
ſuch an Eye now (as alſo to thoſe as have 
a covetous Mind, reaching unduly after 
the Things of this World) this may ſeem 
an unneceſſary Scruple ; eſpecially, when 
it ſtands in their Way, to hinder them 
from obtaining their deſired End. But 
the truly Conſcientious will always find 
themſelves obliged, for the Sake of Reli- 
gion and Duty to God, to do ae, 
that may hinder their Perſeverance an 
Progteſſion therein: Which, Diſagree- 
ment about Religion will naturally do, 

| | 9 more 


1371 


more or leſs, according to the Proportion 
of the Difference. | 


Wherefore, though our Caſe be not 
the ſame, as old Mrael's was, in every 
degree: Yet, if it be ſo in degree, and 
have the ſame Tendency in meaſure, 
(which that it has, is undeniable ;) then 
it brings our Times under the Force of 
the Prohibition, and that for the ſame 
Reaſon, namely, Becauſe they will turn 
away, or hinder thy Son, from following 
me, faith the Lord. 


And now, my dear Friends, (for to you 
who bear the Name of Quakers, whether 
ye be ſuch as the Lord hath been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to call, and gather out of 
any other religious Profeſſions, or ſuch as 
are the Off-ſpring of believing Parents in 
this Profeſſion, do I now more particu- 
larly turn my Diſcourſe) If ye would not 


| be overtaken in that extreamly hurtful 


Caſe of Mixt-marriages ; keep out of the 
Way that leads to it. Shun, as much as 
may be, the too frequent and familiar 


| Converſe with thoſe of other Profeſſions; 
ſuch eſpecially, as may be moſt likely to 


allure and draw your Minds out. Be not 
cold 


. 
* 22 — 


Ty 
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cold and indifferent about Religion. Hal 
not between two, Tf God be God (which 
hope you are fully perſwaded of) follow 
him, and keep cloſe with him, that you 
may know your Minds ſtayed and eſtabliſh! 
ed upon him: And then will ye ſee, fo. 
your Encouragement, the Advantages and 
Comfort that ſuch have and enjoy, whit 
make it their Buſineſs to pleaſe him. And 
whatever your Condition and Circum- 'F 
ſtances in this World be, let your chiefeill = 
Treaſure, and Pleaſure, be in Heaven and 
c 
\ 
c 
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heavenly Things; and then your Heart 
will be there alſo, as our Saviour taught, 
Mat. vi. 21. And, above all Things, ye 
will defire to be Servants and Diſciples of 
him who ſaid, Where I am, there ſhall , 
alſo my Servant be, John Xii. 26. © . 


< 
But all whoſe Minds are ſet upor, Y 

Things below, whether Pleaſures or Pre 1 
fits, more than upon their Saviour Jeſu 
Chriſt, who died for them, are not worth 
of bim, Mat. x. 37. And ſuch, whateveſ 
they may profeſs, do moſt frequently miſs o 
the heavenly Bleſſing (which God reſerve 
for his obedient People) notwithſtanding: 
they may partake largely of temporal 
Mereies and Bleſſings, in common = 
others 3 
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Hal others. For God, who is the Fountain 
ich of Goodneſs, cauſeth his Sun 10 ſhine, an 
ll Loon Rain on the Juſt and on the 65 
- Mat. v. 45. But to be a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, and Heir of the heavenly King. 
dom, is a great and glorious Privilege. 
The Way to this Happineſs is ſet forth, 
by him who is the TRUTH itſelf, in Luke 
| xiv. 27. (and in many other Places of 
| 1. holy Scripture, in which it is neceſſary 

vue ſhould be very converſant) Mhoſoe ver, 
faith Chriſt, doth not bear bis Croſs, and 
= come after me, cannot be my Diſciple. And 
we read, 1 John iv. 10. that he is not 
only the Propitiation for our Sins ; but 
2 alſo, that he hath / us an Example, 
i that ave ſhould follow bis Steps, 1 Pet. ii. 
21. who ſaid, Learn of me, for I am meet 
and low in Heart; and ge ball find Reſt 
= unto your Souls, Mat. xi. 29. 


And now, my Friends, I would come 
near to you by way of Inquiry. Have you 
indeed been convinced of the Truth, and 
bs made ſenſible of the Croſs that attends 
XZ the Profeſſion of it? And have you been 
* faithful to thoſe Convictions, and follow- 
ed the Lord in the Way of Regeneration ? 
* Or have ye not? This is an important 

1 C Point, 
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Point, the Conſequence of which may 


turn the Scale to either Hand: Therefore, 
I pray, let it be duly conſidered : For to 


3: 


N 
"a ( 
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to be found perſevering in the Way of U 
Truth, which we make Profeſſion of, 


and in all the Parts and Branches of it, 


will be of a double Advantage to us. It 


will not only 8 from adding Sin to 
Sin, (which 1 


him both their Love and SubjeCtion ; 


which, more or leſs, precedes ſuch mix? 1 
anti Jeriptural Marriag es :) But it will 


alſo bring us to underfiand the Difference, 
which hath always been between the rue 
Seeds ; and that will tend greatly to pre- 
ſerve us from apoſtatizing. And then, 
what the Conſequence is of Perſevering 
in Well-doing unto the End, ye will be 
truly ſenſible of, to your everlaſting Joy 
and Comfort ; according as it is pro- 
miſed, Rev. ili. 21. To him that over- 
cometh will I grant to fit with me in my 
Throne, even as I alſo overcame, and am 
Jet down with my Father in bis Throne. 
Where all Fears and Temptations will be 
gone away for ever. But the Conſequence 
| of Diſobedience will not be ſo ; but will 


not timely prevented, will 
lead ſuch into ſpiritual Adultery, a depart- 
ing from God, and withdrawing from 


B 


e 


have 
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© have a contrary Event: Which I pray 


© God we all may be delivered from, 
before it be too late. 


Think not, ſaid Chriſt to the profeſſing 
= Jews, Mat. iii. 9, to ſay within yourſelves, 


1 A We have Abraham to our Father, &c. A 
vill | ' Thing they highly valued themſelves 


© | 


ws | 


i : 


de, 


C- 


them, while they 
Abraham; 
80 that, notwithſtanding the 


0 0 3 | vantages they had, and the high Pretences 


upon; and upon their profeſſing the true 
Religion, as being the Diſciples of Moſes. 


As if that could be any Advantage to 
did not the Wiorks of 


but lived in Diſobedience: 
great Ad- 


they made, our Saviour Chriſt told them 


9 af. They were of their Father the 


Be 


Devil; and his Proof thereof was, be- 
cauſe they did bis Works, So that to be 
the Children of faithful Parents, or to 
profeſs the true Religion now, as they 
then did, and yet not be faithful as the 
Parents were, nor live and walk in the 
true Religion they profels ; - will as little 
avail ſuch now, as it did thoſe Jeus 
then, 


What did it avail Dives, or the Rich 


| Man in the Parable, that he could call 
£2 Abraham 


36 ' 
Abrakarm Patber; and that Abraham 
 vyouchſafed to call him Son while he was 
in Hell! Read the Parable throughout, 
(Luke xvi. 19. to the End) and conſider it 
well. The Rich Man there, after he had 
miſpent his precious Time in voluptuous 
Living (wearing rich Apparel, and faring 
fumptuouſly every Day) at length died, 
and was buried too ; and that probably, 
as he had lived, in Pomp and State, as ſuch 
commonly now a-days are. The poor 
Man, Lazarus, died alſo ; but it is likely 
his Funeral was too mean and private to 
be taken Notice of : For we read nothing 
of it. But that which is better we read, 
namely, that he was carried by Angels 
into Abraham's Boſom. But the next Ac- 
count we have of Dives is, that he was in 
Hell begging ; and that for a ſmall Alms 
too, but a Drop or two of cold Water: 
And yet, O miſerable Man! even that 
was denied him. He, being in Hell, 
lifted up his Eyes, and ſaw Abraham afar 
off, and Lazarus (poor deſpiſed Lazarus 
in his Boſom. Whereupon he cried, and 
faid, Father Abraham, have Mercy on me; 
and fend Lazarus, that he may dip the 
Tip of his Finger in Water, and cool my 
Tongue, for I am tormented in this Flame. 
A thing 
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\ thing he might well have foreſeen, 
ad he but lifted up his Eyes in Time. 
{brabam not difallowing his Claim of 
indred according to the Fleſh, yet vin- 
cating the Juſtice of God upon him, 
nfwered, Son, remember that thou, in 
y Life-time, recervedſt thy good Things, 
Riches, Honours, Pleaſures and Worldly 
delicacies, which thou didſt account thy 
ood Things) and likewiſe Lazarus evil 
hings : (Poverty, Pain, and Contempt) 
But now he is comforted, and thou art tor- 
ented. Nor was that all : But, as an Ag- 
ravation of his great Unhappineſs, from a 
enſe that hisTorments are remedileſs, and 
hat there would be no End of his Miſery, 
ze tells him further: And beſides all this, 


etween us and you there is a great Gulf 


xed : So that they which would paſs from 
ence to you, cannot ; neither can they paſs 
0 us, that would come from thence, This 
dut Dives out of all hopes of Relief for 
dimſelf, Wherefore having now at length 
lome Pity for his own Family, though 
he had none for Lazarus when he needed 
&, addrefling himſelf again to Abraham, 
de ſaid, I pray thee therefore, Father, that 
on wouldſt ſend him to my Father's Houſe ; 
Wor bave five Brethren, that he may 


rftify 
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teſtify unto them, leſt they alſo come int, 
this Place of Torment. Abraham ſaith unt 
him, They have Moſes and the Prophets 
let them hear them. Nay, Father Abra 
ham, replied Dives; but if one went uni 
them from the Dead, they will repent. An 
he ſaid unto him, If they hear not Moſe 
and the Prophets (which was the Mean 
they profeſſed, as appointed by God, fo 
the Inſtruction of his People under tha 
Diſpenſation) neither will they be per 
ſwaded, though one roſe from the Dead. 


From this Parable, two Things, mo 
pertinent to my preſent Subject, are to u 
obſerved. One, That the higheſt Prof 
feſſion of Religion, the neareſt Relaticf 
outwardly to the godly (though it we! 
that of a Child to the molt godly Parent 
is not ſufficient, without the living Faith 
and the living Fruits thereof, a godly Lif 
and Converſation, to keep from comin 
into the Place of Torment. The oth 
is, That ſuch as neglect to wait upoiff 
and ſerve God in his own Way and Tin 
to be made by him «ſe unto Sakvatini 
through the Grace and Underſtandin 
given them for that End, in the preſeſ 
Diſpenſation they are under; will n 

tural! 
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rally grow blind and hard : So that they 


innot be wrought upon, to be made ſen- 
ble of the Danger they are in, by the 
joſt extraordinary Means; no, not F one 
ere ſent unto them from the Dead. And 
nce there is none other Name under Hea- 


Ang given, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but 
lol Feſus Chriſt, (Acts. iv. 12.) and the 
ean 


race coming by him, brings the Salva- 
Won that Chriſt is the Author of; how 
eatly doth it concern every one, to 
per Mend daily and diligently on him, in 
d. e Gift of his Grace; and to hearken 
and obey his Teachings thereby! For 
od, who at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Vanners, ſpake in Time paſt unto the 
Wathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt 
Ways ſpoken unto us by his Son: Heb. i. 1, 
And that in divers Manners alſo ; as 
mediately by his Spirit, inſtrumentally 
3F his Miniſters, as alſo in the holy 
FF riptures, and by his many Providences. 
ww if (as the Apoſtle argueth, Heb. xii. 
Ws.) they eſcaped not, who refuſed him that 
ake on Earth, much more ſhall not Wwe 
4 Tobe, if we turn away from him that 
galeth from Heaven. 
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